46      THE TEACHING OF KABfR.

every form of belief and to dwell upon the love
of God towards all his creatures.

Before considering the character of Kabir's
teaching we have first, to determine what his
teaching was.   It seems probable that the
teaching of Kabir was delivered orally and not
reduced to writing till a later age* The earliest
writings in which his teaching is recorded are
the Bijak and the Adi Granth. It is probable
that neither of these books was composed till
at least fifty years after the death of Kabir, and
they can hardly be regarded as retaining in all
passages the actual words of the teacher, much
less such words without additions.

Though it is inadvisable to express any defi-
nite opinion on such a subject, until the contents
of the Bijak have been carefully examined and
compared with the productions of a later age,
yet there is reason to believe that the teaching
of Kabir has gradually become more and more
Hindu in form.' At any rate we have no right
to assume that the teaching of Kabir was iden-
tical with that given at the present time by the
Mahants of the Panth that bears his name.

So far the contents of the Bijak have only
been made known in part, and all who have
studied the book allow that it contains many
passages that are practically unintelligible to us
of a later age, dark riddles which they are un-